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            Digital by Dartmouth Library (DxDL) provides free, digital access to nearly three hundred thousand items from our collections — from classical texts to medieval manuscripts to scientific accounts to audiovisual materials.
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              Dartmouth Library Statement on Potentially Harmful Content

            

            
              Posted May 2022


                      
              
                    
          
        

                            
            The Dartmouth Library provides free, digital access to nearly 300,000 items from our collections — from classical texts to medieval manuscripts to scientific accounts to audiovisual materials. Our digital collections span several centuries of history, and items in these collections are a product of their time. Some items may be harmful or difficult to view because they are racist, sexist, ableist, homophobic, transphobic, classist, or contain otherwise offensive or hateful views and opinions. The Dartmouth Library recognizes that making these materials widely available could potentially lead to their use in harmful ways. We also recognize that making these materials available opens them to historical critique. While we do not endorse or agree with the perspectives represented in these materials, we believe that a critical eye turned on the past creates insight that develops avenues for social change. 
Our work to contextualize harmful materials is necessarily iterative, collaborative, and aspirational. Colleagues across the Dartmouth Library are actively working to contextualize these materials by:
	Listening to and working with people from misrepresented and underrepresented communities to develop appropriate terminology and metadata (see the Advancing Pathways Mellon Grant); 
	Developing platforms for digital materials that alert users to potentially harmful content and provide mechanisms for feedback on material we have not identified as harmful;
	Connecting this work to a Library-wide commitment to diversity, equity, inclusion, and justice;
	Continually evaluating our collections development and cataloging policies (see, for example, the Change the Subject documentary project).

Adapted from the Digital Public Library of America’s Statement on Potentially Harmful Content.
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            Hand-cut silhouette of Flora (ca. 1777 - 1815), a woman enslaved in Connecticut. Collection of the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture and National Portrait Gallery, Museum purchase through the American Women’s History Initiative Acquisitions Pool, administered by the Smithsonian American Women’s History Initiative


      



Enslavement Documents from the Wheelock Collection

Letters and other documents that cast light on Dartmouth College founder Eleazar Wheelock's ownership of enslaved persons, and Dartmouth College's early involvement in the institution of slavery.


Collection Tags:Manuscript, Dartmouth History
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            The Wrangel Island Expedition team. Front row, left to right: Allan Crawford, Ada Blackjack, Milton Galle (with the expedition's cat, Vic). Back row left to right: Fred Maurer, Lorne Knight.


      



Collating Wrangel Island: Inhabiting the ‘Uninhabitable,’ 1900-1930

Selections from the Vilhjalmur Stefansson Collection on Polar Exploration, 1900-1930


Collection Tags:Manuscript, Photography, Polar Studies
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            Mezzotint of Samson Occom by Jonathan Spilsbury, after a portrait by Mason Chamberlin, 1768. National Portrait Gallery, public domain.


      



The Occom Circle

Papers of Samson Occom (Mohegan, 1723-1792), author, minister, missionary, intertribal leader, and public intellectual.


Collection Tags:Manuscript, Dartmouth History
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 News and Updates


          
            The Edward Connery Lathem '51 Digital Library Fellowship offers a recent Dartmouth graduate an opportunity to work for one year in the Dartmouth Library. Daniel Lin '23 is the 2023-24 Digital Library Fellow. Read about our current and past fellows.
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          Daniel Lin '23, the 2023-24 Edward Connery Lathem '51 Digital Library Fellow
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Hanover, NH 03755
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Samara R. Cary

Digital Project Specialist
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Elizabeth A. Shand

Digital Collections Librarian
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Toben O. C. Traver

Project Manager
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Ryland Ianelli

Still Image Digitization Specialist
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Laura R. Braunstein

Head of Digital Scholarly Engagement
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Jennifer L. Mullins

Head of Digital Project Management
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Daniel Lin

Edward Connery Lathem '51 Digital LIbrary Fellow
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